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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1,6,7 and 8 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

action. 

Claims 2-5 and 9-1 1 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office 

action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Piatt (2,9000,941). 

Piatt teaches a sewing machine comprising a sewing machine body (figure 1) 

provided with a cassette mount 30,31,32 and teaches a thread cassette, that is, the use 

of a thread spool for supplying a thread to a needle of the sewing machine. A moving 

speed limiting unit 32 is provided on the mount for limiting a moving speed of the thread 

cassette when the thread is attached to the cassette mount. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
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requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kitazawa (JP2002191884). 

Kitazawa teaches a sewing machine comprising a sewing machine body 4,5,6 
(figure 1) provided with a cassette mount 3 (see figure 16, for example) and a thread 
cassette 2 having a supply of thread 62 and detachably attached to the cassette body 
via pin 64. A moving speed limiting unit 126,120, 120a is provided for resisting the 
movement or loading of the cassette within the mount and thus limiting the moving 
speed of the thread cassette when the cassette is attached to the cassette mount. In 
another embodiment (see figure 38), the cassette includes a protrusion or cam surface 
137 and the sewing machine includes a moving speed limiting unit 138 which includes a 
roller 142 biased toward the cam surface, and thus is provided on the mount for limiting 
a moving speed of the thread cassette when the thread is attached to the cassette 
mount. Kitazawa includes a first operating force transmitting member 120a and a 
second force transmitting member 1 19 for assisting in actuating a needle threader 37a 
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which is moved from a thread contacting position to a needle threading position is 
response to the loading of the thread cassette in the mount (figure 17, for example) 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 
Claims 2-4 and 9-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Jimenez et al. '234 and '866, and Hashiride illustrate thread 
cassettes or spools loaded onto mounts. Odermann et al., Wada et al., Hori, Bass et 
al., and Mamiya illustrate thread cassettes mountable to sewing machines. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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